
1989 NFHL Season Preview 
 

 

With the 1970s a distant memory and the 1980s soon to follow, the NFHL is getting ready to kick of its 19
th

 season. 

Back in 1970, it was announced that a new professional hockey league would be opening its doors, and in 1971 the 

first league champion was crowned, with the St. Louis Blues bringing home the inaugural SMJ Cup. Back then, there 

were only 16 franchises, and the regular season was a mere 60 games long. Now, nearly two decades later, and with a 

vastly different landscape, the NFHL is finish off the 80s and move into their 3
rd

 decade of play.  The league has now 

expanded four different times, up to 24 teams, and the regular season has lengthened by 25%, while the playoffs now 

require 16 victories, rather than 12. But before we get too far ahead of ourselves thinking about the 1990s, it’s time to 

break down the upcoming 1989 season, where the Montreal Canadiens seek to become the first ever three-peat 

champion in NFHL history. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

1 New York Islanders 

2 Philadelphia Flyers 

3 New York Rangers 

4 New Jersey Devils 

5 Pittsburgh Penguins 

6 Washington Capitals 



 
 

The cream of the crop. The Gold Standard. The most dominant team in NFHL history. For nearly two full decades, 

the New York Islanders, previously the California Golden Seals, have been atop the standings, while bringing home 

four SMJ Cups. In many ways, 1988 was a pivotal season for the Islanders. It’s no secret that the team has been 

getting older, and the core has stayed the same for years. Last season marked the end of Hall of Famer Guy Lafleur’s 

career, and the Islanders tried to make one final push to bring Lafleur a last ring. Alas, the Islanders, like so many 

others, were undone by the Montreal Canadiens. Much ado was made of Lafleur’s departure, but 1989 may mark an 

even larger transition in the history of the franchise. Shockingly, Doug Soetaert, who has been a staple of the 

franchise since 1978, and played all but 23 games of his career with the Golden Seals/Islanders, has decided to hang 

them up. Soetaert is currently the 8
th

 winningest goalie in NFHL history, and at only 34 years of age, most felt that he 

still had several good years ahead of him.  

 

While Lafleur’s departure resulted in a depletion of the core, Soetaert’s retirement represents a full 

blown changing of the guard, and, perhaps, the end of Islanders’ dominance as we begin the 1990s. 

Currently, there is not an heir apparent for the Islanders, which, for a team that has been the model 

of stability, has to be a bit disconcerting. 1989 will be a pivotal year for the Islanders, who will 

need to figure out their goaltending situation, and ultimately, their team’s future.  And while 

Soetaert’s final hurrah looms large, there are many other Islanders who are nearing their swan 

song. Bill Barber is 37. Larry Robinson is 38. Bob Gainey is 36. Guy Chouinard is 33. That leaves 

Michel Goulet as the only star forward left under 30, and he’s 29.  

 

To make matters more complicated on the Island, New York is almost broke. Starting the season 

with under $2,000,000 of funds, coupled with a salary of nearly $38,000,000, the Islanders are nearly certain to have 

to take out a large amount of loans to keep the team afloat. In order to repay these loans, New York will have to do 

well in the post-season, or risk bankruptcy. Regardless, New York’s dire financial situation has hindered their 

development of younger players, while also preventing the team from being able to invest in important training 

camps. For example, the Islanders could easily improve the collective discipline of the likes of Tony Tanti, Craig 

Hartsburg and Michel Thelven, all of which would be massively beneficial. Unfortunately, given the financial straits 

the team is facing, this has been put on the backburner for several seasons. 

 

But with all the impending gloom and doom, most of which has not yet come to fruition, the Islanders are still the 

Islanders. 1989 might be a little odd internally, but on the ice, anything less than one last terrific regular season is 

pretty unlikely. 

 

1989 Outlook 
 

Age aside, the Islanders are talented. Michel Goulet is the best of the best in New York, and while the supporting cast 

is obviously not what it once was, they should still give teams plenty of trouble up front. Last year, Goulet and 

Chouinard combined for a ridiculous 201 points. This year, Brian Mullen will need to step up, and the 27 year old has 

been asked to replace soon-to-be Hall of Famer and all-time great, Guy Lafleur. After the Islanders first line, things 

get a bit more pedestrian. Yes, Bill Barber is still a star, despite his advanced age, but for the first time in possibly  

 



 

Predicted Finish 

Patrick Division: 1
st
 

Wales Conference: 1
st
 

 

 

ever, his line mates look fairly average, at least by comparison to years past. Bob Gainey did put up 83 points last 

year, but with his skill set and his age, we’re just not sure if he’ll be able to replicate that. Yes, he’s arguably one of 

the greatest defensive forwards to ever play the game, but on a team that just lost a huge bit of fire power, the second 

line stands to be improved. On the right side, Toni Tanti has plenty of talent, but is, as one Wales Conference exec 

said, “a head case”. One of the most undisciplined players in the league, it’s yet to be seen if Tanti has what it takes to 

play with the big boys.  In 239 career games, Tanti has 739 PIMs, while only cracking the 50 point plateau once. In 

years past, Tanti’s undisciplined nature has been easy to hide, playing predominantly 3
rd

 line minutes, but this year 

things are different. As we noted above, New York has not been able to attend to their disciplinary problems, which 

could pose a very large problem this year. Further down, the Islanders have plenty of depth, but none of it is 

particularly exciting. Andre Lomakin, 25, has taken the largest strides of anyone, and is probably the biggest bright 

spot on a team nearly devoid of young players. Having been banished to the farm for years, it’s expected that 

Lomakin will hold down the 3
rd

 line RW spot, bumping Chernomaz to the minors.  

 

Defensively, Larry Robinson is still holding on, though he’s getting a little long in the tooth. Now 38, Robinson, who 

is still steady, is far from the perennial Norris candidate he once was. On the bright side, Michel Thelven has 

developed nicely into a bona fide 1
st
 pairing defender, although he has some penalty issues of his own. On the whole, 

the Islanders do not scare anyone defensively, and would probably be middle of the pack if not for Soetaert. The team 

does not have any true superstars left on the backend, and while they do have depth, none of their blue liners are stay-

at-home defenders, and all of the top 6, aside from Dean Turner, have the potential to be discipline liabilities. New 

York desperately needs to start rebuilding the defensive core while also finding the heir apparent to Soetaert, because 

without the superstar net minder, this unit could be in bad shape going forward, both in terms of age, and diminishing 

talent.  

 

Despite all of these issues, New York has barely made a move this year. The roster, 

aside from Lafleur’s departure, looks nearly the same. Billy Smith, the 39 year old 

goalie, has been brought in to hold down the farm, and Rick Wamsley was acquired 

from Colorado to be the backup to Soetaert. Aside from that, New York has not 

made an acquisition of note. Nonetheless, the Islanders are well structured for a last 

run at things with the current core. We anticipate that the team will be at, or near the 

top of the standings yet again in the Wales Conference, but 1990 is going to be a 

very different looking team, one way or another. 



 
 

What the hell is going on in Philadelphia? Ok, let’s take a step back here to recount. Back in 1987, the Philadelphia 

Flyers, GMed by Shane Matheson and only a few years removed from their own dynasty that saw them win 3 Cups in 

4 years, decided to trade teams with the Washington Capitals, long one of the worst teams in the NFHL. Yes, for 

those of you who are new, you read that right. Some assets remained, but for the most part, the entire makeup of these 

changed. At the time, it was heralded as a way for the Capitals and city of Washington to finally get some much 

needed attention, as they hoped to ultimately save the team from bankruptcy. However, the Flyers, who were now 

basically a shell of their former self, was left with a GM who had long struggled to turn a profit, and was often 

criticized for making poor moves. To make matters worse, it was clear that the aging Flyers would not be a strong 

team for much longer. Predictably, the Flyers collapsed, and soon mimicked the pre-1987 Capitals. Mismanagement 

and neglect plunged the Flyers to the depths that most saw coming, while the Capitals slowly improved.  

This off-season, things got even weirder. In a surprise move, the Calgary Flames swapped their team with the 

Philadelphia Flyers, and suddenly, the team that resides in Philadelphia, is decent again, while the Campbell 

Conference inherits yet another dumpster fire. This time around, Simon Hoggett will lead the way for Philadelphia, 

giving the City of Brotherly Love a sudden infusion of hope. Hoggett lead the Flames to prominence before tearing it 

apart a few years ago, and has begun to rebuild a solid core. Meanwhile, the City of Calgary is 

stuck with the Broad Street Bums, who were inherited from Washington a year and a half 

earlier. Ok, so there’s your history lesson bringing you up to speed.  

Now, as we mentioned, a few years ago, the Calgary Flames (I.E., the Philadelphia Flyers), 

looked poised to challenge the Edmonton Oilers. Peter Stastny was in his prime, and the team 

was stacked with stars. In 1985, after a steady build, the Flames finished with a ridiculous 123 

points, good for 2
nd

 in the league. However, the Flames were shockingly dispatched by the rival 

Canucks in the first round, falling in 7 games. The team never recovered, and Hoggett decided 

to shockingly gut the promising team. By 1986, the team was a shell of what could have been, finishing with just 66 

points. Hoggett had several news conferences at the time discussing how and why the rebuild would be quick and 

successful, but leading into 1989, it’s clear that this was not the case. In 1987, the Flames managed just one more 

point, and last season, they barely squeaked into the post-season in a Campbell Conference that has been putrid after 

the top few teams. In other words, we are labeling that decision as a massive mistake. Nonetheless, they’ve gotten 

reprieve in the form of joining the Patrick Division. With the New York Rangers unable to get over the hump, 

coupled with perpetually bad teams in Pittsburgh and New Jersey, and the Capitals still years away, the Flyers 

become the default runner up. Now, we don’t think it’s going to be very close, and we don’t think the Flyers are a 

contender, but they do have some nice pieces, and they have a plan (even if that plan has been a failure so far…)  

  



 

Predicted Finish 

Patrick Division: 2
nd

  

Wales Conference: 6
th

  

 

 

1989 Outlook 
 

If the Islanders’ biggest weakness is their age, the Flyers biggest strength is their age. James Patrick has developed 

into the face of the franchise, and while it seems like he’s been around forever, the blue liner is just 26 years old. Last 

year, Patrick finally emerged, putting up a career high 55 points, having only cracked 40 once in his career before 

that. Along with Patrick, the future is bright on the back end in Philadelphia. Doug Bodger and Eric Weinrich are in 

their early 20s, and the bulk of the forwards just barely reached the age when they could legally drink. Armed with an 

exceptionally young core consisting of Leclair (20), Neely (24), Ridley (26), Verbeek (25), Brind’Amour (19), 

Recchi (21), Quintal (20), Gelinas (19) and Hextall (25), the Flyers are at the stage where they still have room to 

grow, but should be able to compete.  

At the moment, the Islanders, Canadiens and Whalers are all far ahead of the Flyers, but Philadelphia’s incredibly 

young and talented roster isn’t too far behind. Like all young teams, their success depends largely upon their scouting 

and development teams, as youth alone will not suffice. The largest key to this piece is, predictably, Ron Hextall, the 

temperamental goaltender who was acquired from the Detroit Red Wings after the 1987 season. Now 25, Hextall is 

approaching the make-or-break part of his career. Since taking the reigns as a starting goalie back in 1985, Hextall 

has been one of the worst goalies in the league, statistically. This comes on the heels of Bob Froese’s “legacy”. For 

those that aren’t aware, Froese was the starting goalie in Calgary for years, and was deemed a cornerstone of the 

greatness that was to come. However, save the 1985 regular season, Froese never lived up to the hype in Calgary, and 

has since gone down as the worst goalie in post-season history, to the point where he was benched in Toronto in 

1987, and then benched in Montreal in 1988. Back to Hextall, he no longer has the excuse of youth to back up his 

poor play, and his career 0.873 SA% is going to need to drastically improve in order for the Flyers to take that next 

step. That said, Hextall and the gritty city of Philadelphia seem like a match made in heaven, so perhaps that’s all 

they need to continue to the evolution towards contention. One of the interesting 

things about the Flyers is that while the team has changed cities, the players have 

stayed together. Aside from drafting Kris Draper and Robert Reichel, the team is 

exactly the same as last season. Whether or not that move pays dividends for 

constancy or is derided for being too passive is yet to be seen. A weak conference, 

coupled with an even weaker division should pay dividends to the Flyers, and we 

expect to see them back in the playoffs in 1989.  



 
 

When you look at the New York Rangers roster, you’d think they’d be poised for a great season. Led by Mario 

Lemieux, anything less than contention would seem impossible. Unfortunately, the stats on the paper and the product 

on the ice have not matched up for the Rangers. Now going into his 6
th

 season, Mario Lemieux has been, frankly, a 

total disappointment. Yes, he’s only 23 years of age, so the verdict is absolutely still out. But, the fact that he’s only 

had more than 66 points once in his career thus far, despite having some decent talent around him, is not a great sign. 

Already, the comparisons to Mike Bossy are being drawn, and that’s not a good thing. Supremely talented, armed 

with an incredible physical arsenal, but seemingly always leaving you wanting more. In 1989, Mario Lemieux 

absolutely must take that next step to become the franchise superstar that he was meant to be. Last year, everyone 

thought that the Rangers were poised to take the next step and become a real contender. With Grant Fuhr coming of 

age, and Lemieux leading the way up front and Al MacInnis serving as the franchise defender, the team, which was 

peppered with additional talent throughout the ranks, looked ready to make their move. Then, the games started 

getting played. When it was all said and done, the Rangers limped into the playoffs as the 7
th

 seed, and were promptly 

thumped with the Montreal Canadiens, who easily dispatched them in 4 games. Lemieux actually lead the team in 

scoring…with a paltry 66 points. To put it in perspective, that’s what Brent Gilchrist put up in Minnesota.  

1989 Outlook 
 

1989 offers a unique opportunity for the Rangers. The team’s starts are still very young, but they have the talent to 

compete now. In 1987, Carey Wilson had a spectacular year, putting up a career high 87 

points, only to follow it up with a 60 point campaign last season, his lowest since 

emerging as a top line player back in 1983. Wilson, along with so many others, needs to 

help carry the load for Super Mario. That said, one of the brightest spots for the Rangers 

going into 1989 is Murray Craven, who had a terrific summer and is generating a hype 

train of his own. Seemingly quicker and more assertive, Craven looks set to hold down 

the 2C position, giving New York four extremely good centers. In order to help 

distribute the talent, New York made a few big moves this offseason, most notably the 

acquisition of Brian Propp. Propp brings a solid, gritty two way game, though he’s far from a sniper, something the 

Rangers could really use on the wing.  

Jack Valiquette will likely be the first line left winger, followed by Propp, while Carey Wilson and Real Cloutier hold 

the same positions on the right side. Of the bunch, Wilson is by far the most talented player, and Valiquette and 

Cloutier both showed signs of aging last season, something that has to be a little concerning for GM Danton. 

Regardless, the Rangers have attempted to build a Canadiens-lite type lineup. No real superstars outside of Mario, 

and a lot of depth that is responsible in their own end. As the old saying goes, “If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em”. 

Defensively, the Rangers look a little like the Islanders. Al MacInnis is a true stud, and was by far the best player in 

New York last year. Michel Galarneau is a sneaky good player, and Dmitri Mirinov has shown flashes of having 

some serious talent, but after that, there’s not a lot to get too excited about. Calle Johansson was dangled all off  



 

Predicted Finish 

Patrick Division: 3
rd

   

Wales Conference: 7
th

  

 

 

season with hopes of nabbing a star defender, but there were no bites, probably because Johansson’s skill set, while 

not bad, is far from standout, despite his young age. Craig Redmond, another young defender, is in a similar spot. 

While it’s far from a glamorous move, the Rangers were able to sweep in and pick up the once-great Lee Fogolin 

from the Winnipeg Jets, which might help a bit on the back end. Either way, the Rangers are in a position that many 

teams are in – not having enough defensive depth, especially when it comes to guys who can shut down their 

opponents.  

Because of this, Grant Fuhr will need to be on his game. Last year, he put up an .880 SA%, and was one of the few 

bright spots on the team, along with MacInnis. This year, Fuhr will need to help that the offense doesn’t have another 

shockingly bad season, hopefully resulting in a few more wins for the beleaguered 

goalie. The Rangers are a very hard team to figure out – they have some amazing 

talent, but the supporting cast just seems to be lacking something. Perhaps it’s fire 

power, perhaps it’s that extra swagger. We think they’re a playoff team, but we 

don’t think they’re a contender, and we think that they’ll need to be aggressive in 

adding assets to the core of MacInnis, Lemieux and Fuhr, because what’s in the 

pipeline is not that alluring.  



 
 

After the top three teams in the Patrick Division, things really thin out. The New Jersey Devils, Pittsburgh Penguins 

and Washington Capitals are all a significant tier below the Islanders, Flyers and Rangers. The bottom rung are 

comprised of vastly different rosters, with very different M.O.s. The Devils have been a very hands off team since 

making the worst trade in NFHL history – dealing Wayne Gretzky all the way back in 1982, a trade which the 

franchise has never, and will never, recover from. That’s not to say the Devils are horrible. They’re actually 

something worse – perpetually mediocre. New Jersey’s inability to both compete or tank has hamstrung their chances 

at ever getting out of purgatory.  

Back in 1979, when the Devils first came into the league, things looked promising. They 

won the draft lottery and took Gretzky, and quickly sold off future assets to try to make a 

run right out of the gate. By 1981, they’d hit 90 points. However, that proved to be the 

high-water mark for the franchise. Since then, the team has fluctuated between 59 and 79 

points, never finishing above 6
th

 place in the Wales Conference, or below 10
th

 place. 

Predictably, years of mediocracy has led to a roster of mediocracy. Of course, that’s not 

to say that the team is awful. Peter Zezel has emerged as the face of the franchise, 

putting up a career high 74 points last year as a 24 year old. Rick St. Croix, who 

seemingly never gets a lick of praise, has been extremely good for the Devils since he 

arrived in 1982, only posting a SA% below .881 one time in seven seasons. But, bright 

spots aside, the Devils have too many sub-par players to compete with the big dogs on a 

day-in, day-out basis. We expect that the Devils will finish in their typical spot, between 

6
th

 and 10
th

 place in the conference, and anything else would be a surprise.  

1989 Outlook 
 

Peter Zezel is turning into the Devils version of Laurie Boschman. That’s great, but he needs some help. 

Unfortunately, there is none. Right now, Zezel is slated to play with Randy Cunneyworth and Gary Morrison, 

possibly the worst complimentary 1
st
 liners in the league. Yes, they both had more than 60 points last year, but let’s 

be real – they are not first liners. And, when Morrison and Cunneyworth are your 1
st
 liners, that means it’s all 

downhill from there. In fact, the majority of New Jersey’s forwards are farm eligible, which really says a lot about the 

lack of talent. To make matters worse, the Devils don’t have a lot of young talent up front waiting to emerge. John 

MacLean is a defensive forward with disciplinary issues. Claude Lemieux has some more talent, but is equally as 

problematic on the discipline side of things. David Mackey is a sniper, but lacks basically everywhere else, including, 

you guessed it, in the discipline category. New Jersey may squeak into the playoffs, but without any talent up front 

outside of Zezel, they’re not going to scare anyone.  

Defensively, things are actually a bit better. Eric Desjardins looks to be the real deal. At only 20 years of age, he’s 

taken large steps this offseason towards becoming the lynchpin of the defensive unit, something the team has never 

had in their decade of existence. The team also brought in Harold Snepsts, which helps to bring some back end depth  



 

Predicted Finish 

Patrick Division: 4
th

    

Wales Conference: 9
th

  

 

 

to the team. Unfortunately, similar to the forward situation, many of New Jersey’s defenders lack discipline, leading 

to a lot of short-handed situations. Essentially the only true saving grace for the Devils is their goaltending situation, 

despite the complete lack of fanfare. Rick St. Croix has been great for years, and, unlike the Islanders, the Devils 

have actually done a great job developing his heir. Kirk McLean, now 23, has 

already emerged as one of the best young goalies in the league, and likely will 

become the starter within two years, possibly sooner. Either way, New Jersey needs 

to start being more aggressive, especially when it comes to building a forward core 

that can compete. The goalie situation is in great shape, and the defensive situation 

is passable. A few big moves could move New Jersey from forgotten to relevant, but 

given the franchise’s history, we’re not holding our breath. 



 
 

For years, the Penguins were neglected. The team essentially never made moves, and, of course, the team struggled 

because of that. After years of anguish, the team finally has a new GM with a plan. In his short time in the Steel City, 

GM Ryan Young has proven to be a shrewd negotiator and a smart manager, something that gives the Penguins an 

immediate leg up. We have the Penguins penned as the 5
th

 place team in the Patrick Division, but this team has a 

bright future. Pittsburgh has done a great job finally moving into a rebuild phase, something that should have been 

done a decade ago. Pittsburgh has made two big trades so far this season, dealing Brian 

Propp to the Rangers, and Bobby Smith to the Hartford Whalers. In return, the Penguins 

received solid young assets and shed payroll. Last year, the Penguins brought in Petr 

Svboda, also from the Hartford Whalers, a move which looks to be a potentially franchise-

defining move. No player has had a better offseason than Svboda, who suddenly looks like 

a true franchise defender, and is still only 23 years of age. So many teams in the NFHL 

don’t seem to have a direction, but the Penguins, while still a few years away, are not one 

of these teams, giving them one of the brightest futures in the league, and certainly in the 

Wales Conference.  

The Devils are a team that has been stuck in purgatory, but they pale in comparison to the Penguins nearly twenty 

year long stretch of futility. If you don’t believe us, here’s a stat for you: The Penguins, who have been in the league 

since 1971, have only had more than 85 points in a season once, and that was in 1987. Pittsburgh won’t get back to 

the 85 point mark in 1989, but for once, there is finally a true path for this team, which should give the fans some 

hope, something they’ve lacked for far too long. 

1989 Outlook 
 

There isn’t a whole heck of a lot of pro talent just yet, and the hype on this team is in relation to the future, not the 

present. 1989 will be a struggle. Dave Hunter is the 1
st
 line center right now, and that is not a good thing. Last year, 

on a bad team, Hunter had a whopping 11 points, and he’s never had more than 32 in a season. On the wings, things 

aren’t much better. The biggest problem facing the Penguins is the incredible disciplinary problems plaguing the pro 

team, which is something that GM Ryan Young absolutely must address, especially when it comes to his young 

players and future draft picks. The entire right wing position is an abject disaster when it comes to staying out of the 

penalty box, and Sylvain Turgeon, the 24 year old winger, should be a priority for the Penguins going forward. 

Defensively, the team has some talent, thanks to Svboda who is shaping up to be a real stud, but the disciplinary 

problem is very evident there as well. Steve Smith has a lot of talent, but he took an insane 410 PIMs last season, 

which is a massive liability. The only way to address this is through active management. If GM Young can continue 

his strong performance so far, these things could be addressed. If not, it’ll be the team’s undoing, which would be a 

real shame given their potential. In net, the Penguins have done a great job of developing Sean Burke. There are 

different schools of thought regarding young goalies being thrown to the wolves, and we expect in 1989 to be rocky 

for Burke, especially given the lack of talent in front of him. Pittsburgh would do well to acquire a veteran goalie to 

protect Burke a little until the team matures, potentially heading off a shellshock situation. Either way, Burke, like  



 

Predicted Finish 

Patrick Division: 5
th

    

Wales Conference: 10
th

  

 

 

Kirk McLean in New Jersey, has a lot of potential and could be a true star. For the 

Penguins, 1989 is a bridge year. If they can figure out a way to offload some of 

the many penalty problems in Pittsburgh, while continuing to build a solid young 

core to surround Svboda and Burke, the 90s could be a good time for a franchise 

that is desperately craving success.  

 



 
 

The best thing going for the Washington Capitals is GM Shane Matheson. Just ask, he’ll tell you. But in all 

seriousness, the Washington Capitals have been the butt of all jokes NFHL for over a decade. As we discussed in the 

Flyers’ prediction, Washington has undergone a serious changing of the guard, and now has a GM at the helm with 4 

Cups to his name, and a plethora of success while manning the Philadelphia Flyers through the 80s. Seeking a 

challenge, and for all the reasons mentioned earlier, Matheson took over the floundering, and near bankrupt, 

Washington Capitals. Now entering his 3
rd

 season at the helm of the Capitals, it’s been a mixed bag in the nation’s 

capital. In 1987, the Caps pulled off an insane upset of the New York Islanders, knocking them out in 7 games in the 

first round of the playoffs. The upset went down as one of the biggest in NFHL history, and it looked like 

Washington might be on the ultra-fast track to success. Last year, the breaks were pumped, as Washington finished 

with just 69 points, missing the 8
th

 seed in the playoffs by 10 points.  

That leaves things up in the air for 1989. Washington has made a plethora of trades so far, 10, to be exact, although 

most of them look to be fairly inconsequential. However, the Caps were able to pull a few rabbits out of their hat, 

namely when dealing Joel Otto for the St. Louis 1
st
 round pick in 1990. It’s very possible, perhaps likely, that the 

Blues will be a lottery pick in 1990, and given Matheson’s ridiculously good draft record while in Philadelphia, this 

could be a franchise altering move. Aside from that pick, Washington brought in several other 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 rounders. 

It’s likely that the Caps will try to parlay those picks into a better asset, and if there’s one thing Matheson is known 

for, it’s being able to turn trash into gold. At this moment, there isn’t a ton of talent in Washington, but there is a lot 

of youth, and a highly motivated GM, which means the Caps will have plenty of room to send players to development 

camps in the off-season, immediately putting the team in a vastly better position than most. Ultimately, we think the 

Capitals are still years away from being a threat, but there is a vision in Washington.  

1989 Outlook 
 

It’s very likely that the roster you see right now will not be the roster you see at the end of 1989. With that said, 

things in Washington at this second are pretty bleak, and we expect a poor showing from the team. That said, it could 

be a huge asset for the Capitals to bottom out, get another star asset, and build from there. 

They’ve tried to compete in the past two seasons, and while it’s been fun, it’s probably in 

the team’s long term interest to be god-awful for a few more seasons. Like several of their 

Patrick Division counterparts, the Caps seem to be in great shape in the goaltending 

position going forward. Mike Richter was brought in from the Ducks this offseason, and, 

like Burke, the 22 year old appears to be the franchise goalie going forward. Also like 

Burke, the Caps may be better off shielding Richter from the inevitable onslaught he’s 

about to face, though Matheson may determine that experience is better than being 

pampered.  

Aside from Richter, there is not a whole lot to get excited about on the pro team. Gary 

Galley is clearly the best player on the team, and the rest of the pro roster is, frankly, horrible. Ed Kastelic looks to be  
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Patrick Division: 6
th

  

Wales Conference: 12
th

  

 

 

the #1 center in Washington, and has been a pleasant surprise, but right now he’s slated to play with Ray Sheppard 

and Adam Creighton, both of whom should be developing in the minors rather than playing 1
st
 line minutes. The 

projected 2
nd

 line of Derek Smith, Igor Liba and Glen Sharpley is the worst 2
nd

 line in the league, both in terms of 

talent and upside, which means that the Capitals are going to be pretty brutal, saving an incredible performance from 

Matheson. Defensively, there are only two NFHL ready players on the roster – Galley and Marc Bergevin. However, 

Lyle Odelein is waiting in the wings, and he projects to be a very good pro player, while Grant Jennings has quietly 

progressed as a solid player. Both are probably a year away from the big time, but 

their presence does indicate a defensive core that has the makings of something 

decent. This, by contrast, is a much better projection than Washington’s current 

forward situation. Like we said, it’s likely that the roster you see at the end of 

1989 will look a lot different than the one you see right now, but either way, 

we’re projecting a pretty rough 1989 season for the Caps, despite the high upside 

and hope for 1990.  



 

 

 

 

1 Montreal Canadiens 

2 Hartford Whalers 

3 Toronto Maple Leafs 

4 Buffalo Sabres 

5 Quebec Nordiques 

6 Boston Bruins 



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 1
st
   

Wales Conference: 2
nd

  

 

 

Eventually, you have to give credit when credit is due. The back-to-back SMJ Cup champions really don’t have any 

superstars, aside from, perhaps, Dave Taylor. They’ve been criticized for it for years, written off as a fluke, called 

underdogs, etc. etc. However, after absolutely rolling their opponents in two consecutive playoff seasons, it’s 

impossible to write them off any longer. The Canadiens have apparently found a formula that is both surprisingly 

successful, and impossible to emulate. The team has more talent on their 4
th

 line than many 

teams have on their 1
st
 line, and, unlike so many other teams in the league that are plagued by 

penalty problems, Montreal plays a game that is intense, defensively sound, and extremely 

disciplined.  Montreal’s lines almost don’t matter, as nearly any player can plug and play into 

any role up front. Daryl Evans has quietly developed into one of the best two way players in 

the game, and everyone on the team can score, evidenced by two straight incredible post-

season performances. Not only that, but Montreal has a solid core of young players 

developing in the minors. Brent Fedyk, Jeff Norton, Rob Brown and Robert Svehla all have a 

lot of potential, and there is no pressing need to call them up, giving the team both and 

incredibly good present and future, something that few teams in the league have. Through the league’s first two 

decades of existence, there have been three separate back-to-back champions. No one has ever pulled off the elusive 

three-peat. Will 1989 take us into uncharted territory?  

1989 Outlook 
 

Really, what can you say that hasn’t already been said? Last year, six Canadiens had at least 29 goals. 11 had at least 

42 points. That is an impressive array of distribution that few teams can match. Much ado has been made over 

Montreal’s stellar offense, but we’d be remiss not to also give plenty of credit to their defense. Led by Tomas 

Jonsson, the Canadiens have three legit top pairing defenders, including Val James and Tom Kurvers. Amazingly, for 

a team with so much depth over the years, they may actually have even more this year. While they did trade Rob 

Ramage, he really never fit the mold of the Canadiens anyway due to his discipline. This year, Montreal added Dave 

Morrison and Rick Green, neither of whom are stars, but both of whom fit 

perfectly with this team. If there is any question about the Habs, it’s Bob Froese, 

who we’ve talked about plenty. Last year, Froese, who on paper should one of the 

league’s greats, was benched in favor of Gordie Laxton. And while Froese is 

possibly the most disappointing goalie in NFHL history, considering how easily 

the Habs cruised through the playoffs without him, it’s really not too 

disconcerting, especially when looking at how solid the rest of the team is. 

 
 

 



 
 

For the last three seasons, the Whalers have been so close, yet so far. While the Whalers have seemingly figured out 

the New York Islanders, the Montreal Canadiens quickly have become their nemesis, one that they have not yet been 

able to solve. Armed with a lethal forward group, led by 1987 MVP Adam Oates, Dale Hawerchuk and Bernie 

Federko, the Whalers have a terrific core of forwards and an extremely solid group of 

defenders, not to mention one of the best goalies in the league, Don Beaupre, who is still 

getting better. This offseason, the Whalers have made a couple of big moves, hoping to copy 

the Canadiens by bringing in a slew of depth across the board. First, they linked up with the 

Pittsburgh Penguins to bring in Bobby Smith and Neal Broten. Then, they made a surprising 

move by dealing top defender Dave Babych to their division rival, the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

However, they received an incredible haul coming back, bringing in 25 year old winger Sergei 

Nemchinov, along with 22 year old defender Jeff Finley, and 20 year old center Shawn 

McEachern. The deal helped the Whalers bring in some much needed youth, something 

they’ve forgone in lieu of trying to contend.  The result is an exceptionally deep and talented 

forward core, which should be able to score with the best of them. Additionally, Peter Andersson has turned into a 

full blown superstar, and 23 year old Gary Suter took a huge step in the right direction last season, while also 

attending anger management classes over the offseason, nearly eliminating concerns about his penchant for bad 

penalties. The rest of Hartford’s defense is extremely steady, if not particularly noteworthy. Rod Langway has 

become a mainstay on the blue line, having now put forth 5 straight extremely solid seasons at both ends of the ice. 

They also brought in Denis Potvin, once one of the greatest defenders in the league, who will get one last shot at a 

Cup, this time without too much pressure, as he’ll be occupying the 6
th

, and possibly 7
th

 defensive spot. The Whalers 

are right there, but until they’re able to vanquish their nemesis, the Montreal Canadiens, they’ll have to be relegated 

to 2
nd

 place in the Adams. 

1989 Outlook 
 

In both 1987 and 1988, Hartford finished with 100 points, the first time they’d reached that milestone. Both times, the 

Whalers endured a late season stumble, the first time costing them 1
st
 place in the Wales Conference, the second time 

costing them 1
st
 place in the Adams Division. This year, Hartford has vowed to put forth their best ever roster, and 

it’s likely they’ve accomplished that, even with the departure of the Dave Babych. For years, Hartford’s depth, or 

lack thereof, has cost them down the stretch. In an effort to avoid that this season, the team has gone out and stocked 

the bottom lines, both giving them a far more balanced attack than ever before, but also protecting against injury, 

something that’s derailed them in the past. The team boasts four solid lines, the top one which could be one of the 

most lethal lines in the league, consisting of Adam Oates centering Sergei Makarov and Dale Hawerchuk. Following 

that, Bernie Federko, who is sure to have his number hanging from the rafters of the Sam Adams Colonial Center 

when it’s all said and done, will hold down the 2
nd

 center spot, and will likely have Bobby Smith and Jan Ingman on 

his wings. 

 



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 2
nd

   

Wales Conference: 3
rd

   

 

 

Defensively, the team has had solid depth for years, and this season, it’ll be more of the same. Years ago, the Whalers 

traded Paul Coffey to the Edmonton Oilers in a deal that brought them back Peter Andersson and Don Beaupre. 

Unlike so many deals throughout NFHL history, this one has gone down as a true win-win. Andersson, coming off a 

Norris Trophy nomination in 1987, had another solid season in 1988, and expects 

to compete for the trophy again in 1989. Meanwhile, Don Beaupre arrived in 

camp looking better than ever, and may soon be the best goalie in the Wales 

Conference, especially with Doug Soetaert hanging them up. The Whalers are not 

particularly young, though their top players are all still early in their prime, which 

means that their window to complete is now. Hartford has been excruciatingly 

close over the past few seasons, and hopes that 1989 will finally be the year that 

they can slay the dragon in Montreal. 



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 3
rd

    

Wales Conference: 4
th

    

 

 

For years, the Maple Leafs have been building an impressive roster. However, despite 

having a massive amount of talent, it’s been largely disappointing for the team, who 

expected to be fast-tracked. On paper, Toronto looks like they should be a top 5 team, but 

on the ice, things haven’t gone according to plan just yet. If the Canadiens are Hartford’s 

Everest, then Hartford is Toronto’s Everest, having dispatched the Leafs the last two years 

in the 1
st
 round.  Nearly 10 years ago, the Maple Leafs had a mini dynasty of their own, 

winning the SMJ Cup in both 1978 and 1981. Back in 1986, the Leafs moved to the Wales 

Conference, suddenly leading to an increasingly strong Adams Division after years of 

dismal showings. Since arriving, the team has made several high profile moves in an 

attempt to solidify a top spot in the conference, as they hope to challenge the Islanders, 

Canadiens and Whalers. In doing so, they’ve acquired Glenn Anderson, Mike Bossy, and this year, Dave Babych, to 

help solidify their back end. Like both the Habs and Whalers, Toronto doesn’t have a soft spot, and has a mix of star 

power, youth, and two way talent that could easily help them challenge for the top spot in the division. However, like 

the Whalers, we can’t give the Leafs the seal of approval until they show that they’ve earned it, something that hasn’t 

happened just yet. 

1989 Outlook 
 

Perhaps the brightest spot on the Leafs roster is Dominik Hasek, who has already emerged as a true star at only 24 

years of age. With Don Beaupre in Hartford and Don Edwards in Quebec, there is a true arms race in net in the 

Adams Division. Over the past two seasons, Hasek has sported a SA% of .886 and .883, shockingly high for a goalie 

of such a young age. And it’s a good thing for the Leafs, because Toronto’s offense has been the most disappointing 

in the league in recent years. Glenn Anderson, who boasts one of the best skill sets in the league, led the team with 

just 74 points. Mike Bossy, who is the forward equivalent of Bob Froese, had yet another subpar season, finishing 

with just 62 points. Doug Gilmour had just 50. If there’s another team that’s as confounding as the Leafs, we haven’t 

seen them. This year, things just have to get better…right? Pat Lafontaine has come to camp looking like a true star, 

while a slew of depth and talent surrounds the team. The top defensive pairing of Chris Chelios and Dave Babych is 

one of the best on paper, despite one Campbell Conference GM referring to Babych as a “ruined project”. Following 

the top pairing, Russian defenders Mikhail Tatarinov and Alexei Gusarov add exceptional depth and could help create 

one of the best defensive units in the league, and that’s not even including some of the veteran defenders on the 

roster. So, while the depth on paper appears equally strong at both ends of the ice, 

it’s clear that the offense needs to match their potential, while the defense and 

goaltending has already held down the fort. If the Leafs get off to yet another 

sluggish start offensively, coach Ken Hitchcock could find himself on the 

unemployment line because there is no reason that a team with so many weapons 

should fail to score a paltry 250 goals in a season as they did in 1988. 

 



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 4
th

     

Wales Conference: 6
th

    

 

 

The Buffalo Sabres are the team that never was. Years ago, when the Whalers started their ascent in the Wales 

Conference, it was predicted that Hartford and Buffalo would be the up and comers. Both 

had an extremely talented, extremely young core, and it seemed like they were destined to 

compete for the top spots for years to come. That was back in the early 80s, and we’re now 

approaching the 90s. Why the Sabres haven’t taken the next step is a mystery. They have a 

ton of talent that is still relatively young. A balanced offense.  A strong defense. A 

superstar, young goalie. And, most importantly, a good GM. We should be clear, Buffalo 

hasn’t been bad, they’ve just been underwhelming. Last season, they seemed to take a step 

in the right direction, finishing with 90 points, their highest since they posted 105 back in 

1981. But, they faltered again in the playoffs, falling victim to the rival Nordiques in 6 

games. This year, the Sabres are sticking with the girl they brought to the dance, having yet 

to make any impactful moves. Phil Housley has emerged as a true superstar on defense, 

while Laurie Boschman is surely the most underrated player in the league, and should be a Hall of Famer when it’s 

all said and done. This team could easily be a true contender, but like the Leafs, we’re not giving them the benefit of 

the doubt until they earn it.  

1989 Outlook 
 

Last year, the Sabres took a step in the right direction, albeit a small one. It seems like a team with such a star-

studded roster should be disappointed with a 90 point season, not celebrating their best finish in nearly a decade. We 

expect them to take another small step forward in 1989, although if you told us they finished with more than 100 

points and atop the standings in the Adams Division, we wouldn’t be totally shocked either. Laurie Boschman is 

paired with Mike Krushelnyski and Denis Savard, for what could be an absolutely lethal line. Boschman is one of the 

few players who seems able to play with whoever he’s paired with, and having a stud like Savard should result in 

some serious firepower, even though Krusher is not a sniper. The second line isn’t too shabby either, consisting of 

Mike Gartner, a surprisingly peaceful Dale Hunter, and Dave Andreychuk, and the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 lines can be considered 

Canadiens-lite.  

Defensively, the Sabres are absolutely stacked, although they do have some penalty liabilities that need to be 

addressed. Housley is a franchise defender, while Fred Boimstruck could be a solid #1 on most teams himself. In fact, 

the Sabres have 7 extremely talented defenders, giving them depth in spades and one of the best defensive units in the 

league. Not only are the Sabres defensively minded, but the majority of their 

backend can also move the puck, including Keith Brown and Gord Dineen. That 

combo, paired with Patrick Roy, should result in a winning formula on most 

nights. Why that hasn’t happened so far is anyone’s guess, but 1989 might be the 

year that the Sabres really do put it all together. The verdict is out, but we think 

the Sabres have one of the highest upsides in the league, especially compared to 

how they’ve faired in years past



 
 

For years, the Nordiques were the laughing stock of the league.  The team sat at the bottom of the standings for what 

seemed like forever, showing zero urgency to try to improve. Instead, the team stockpiled top picks.  But unlike every 

other team in their position, they resisted the urge to try to make the playoffs. Despite the looming prospect of being 

fired for lack of success, GM Andy Leblond stayed the course, for better or for worse. Many in the league griped 

when Leblond was not removed for failing to reach the playoffs for five consecutive seasons, especially because there 

was no effort to try to improve in the 5
th

 season. Yes, you’ve probably heard this from us in the past. No, we don’t 

care. It’s part of the Nordiques’ “legacy”, and we’re not going to white wash history. Last season, finally facing an 

ultimatum and with an arsenal of young talent that had been cultivated through years of abjectly putrid hockey, the 

Nordiques finally decided to make a move. Don Edwards, who found stardom in Philadelphia, was brought in to lead 

the charge. Then, nearing the deadline, the Nordiques made their biggest in-season trade in…ever? Ray Bourque and 

Lanny MacDonald were acquired from the St. Louis Blues, and with that, the young core suddenly had a superstar 

veteran presence added to their lineup. Despite the talent on the roster, which includes 

superstar Joe Sakic, who is just 20 years old, there is a lot of reason to be skeptical of the 

Nordiques. Historically, the Nordiques have refused to be aggressive, and have had an 

extremely hands off approach, leading to the mismanagement and failure to develop a ton of 

players in Quebec. A perfect example of that is Scott Stevens. While he is one of the most 

feared players in the league, and could be a future Hall of Famer, Quebec has not invested a 

single dollar in his discipline, instead allowing him to run roughshod. Last year, Stevens’ 

unhinged play on the ice proved to be the undoing of the team. In the waning minutes of the 

1
st
 game of the 2

nd
 round against the Islanders, Stevens threw an insanely dangerous hit for 

absolutely no reason, resulting in a 3 game suspension, completely changing the complexion 

of the series, one which was ultimately won in 6 games by the Islanders. In 528 career 

games, Stevens has nearly 2300 PIMs. Quebec needs to reign him in, or Stevens will go down in history similar to 

Pelle Lindberg, the most disappointing Nordique of all time. 

1989 Outlook 
 

As you can see, we’re not particularly high on the Nordiques, despite some of the few key acquisitions they’ve made. 

Perhaps that’s what a decade of basement dwelling does. Nonetheless, or skepticism and low rating is really more of 

a function of how good the Adams Division is, because the Nordiques should easily be a playoff team.  This team has 

a lot of talent, but their identity is still unfolding. The lack of discipline is not a good thing, and needs to be addressed 

in order for the team to truly compete with the big guns in the division. Offensively, Sakic is shaping up to be a 

generational talent, although he still is in the growing phase. Unfortunately, he doesn’t have any real snipers to pair 

with at this point. Lanny McDonald and Pierre Mondou are both aging, and Esa Tikkanen is more of a super pest – 

solid, but not particularly lethal. Outside of these three, the Nordiques do not have too much that scares opposing 

teams.  

 



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 5
th

     

Wales Conference: 7
th

    

 

 

Like Toronto, the Nordiques’ bread and butter is on the backend and in net, which helps hide the lack of firepower 

they possess. Bourque, Stevens, Lorimer, and Ludwig make up a very formidable top 4, and Edwards is the 4
th

 

winningest goalie in league history, with the 5
th

 best SA% of qualified net minders. And though he’s now 34 and 

heading into the twilight of his career, he should still be near the top of the 

leaderboards by the time 1989 comes to a close. Quebec would be wise to learn from 

the Islanders mistake and bring in the next in line, because while Murry Bannerman 

is plenty talented, he also is no spring chicken.  We expect the Nordiques to be 

middle of the pack as they were in 1988, but we’d be pretty surprised if they do a lot 

of damage come playoff team, as the offense is just not there



 

Predicted Finish 

Adams Division: 6
th

     

Wales Conference: 11
th

    

 

 

When you have the two time defending SMJ Cup champs in your division, along with four other solid teams, 

someone is bound to have a bad time. That team is the Boston Bruins.  In all reality, they aren’t 

all that bad.  They just don’t have the sort of top end talent that their Adams Division rivals 

have. It seems like an eternity ago that the Bruins were relevant, last putting together a 

competitive team in 1982. Now, seven seasons later, the Bruins are trying to climb a daunting 

ladder. Interestingly, the Bruins’ best chance for success hinges on Curtis Joseph, who was 

acquired from the rival Toronto Maple Leafs back in 1985, when the Leafs were still in the 

Campbell Conference. And who went the other way? None other than Dominik Hasek. This 

year, Joseph has come to camp looking like he may be the real deal, and Sean McKenna, who 

was also acquired in the deal, has turned into a strong two way forward, albeit someone who 

probably won’t pot 40 goals.   

1989 Outlook 
 

The Bruins have youth on their side, but not talent – at least not yet. When you have top 6 players that wouldn’t crack 

your rivals’ pro roster, you’re in for a long season. Right now, the Bruins are devoid of talent on the left side, despite 

the bright future of Scott Young. On the right side, they actually do have a little talent, though nothing that can 

compare with their rivals, and they’d be wise to make some positional changes to balance things out. Going into 

1989, Jeff Larmer is probably the team’s most talented forward, though McKenna led the team with an unspectacular 

60 points last season. Until these players reach their potential or outside help is brought in, Boston is going to be 

dwelling in the basement.  

Defensively, the team is young, but it’s yet to be seen if these young players are all that good. For example, there has 

been a lot of hype around Steve Duchene lately, but he’s one of the worst defensive players in the league. Al Iafrate 

isn’t too far behind. Both are still young enough that they could round out their 

game, but they absolutely need to help Joseph the same way that the Sabres are 

helping Roy and the Leafs are helping Hasek. The core is extremely young, but 

will require a lot of attention from GM Dan Tames, so Boston can’t be asleep at 

the wheel, and must commit to these young players, or the youth movement will 

be for naught. The team’s future could be bright, but 1989 is going to be a serious 

struggle.



 

 

 

1 Edmonton Oilers 

2 Vancouver Canucks 

3 Los Angeles Kings 

4 Anaheim Ducks 

5 Calgary Flames 

6 San Jose Sharks 



 
 

When it comes to the Campbell Conference, the discussion starts with the Edmonton Oilers. Beginning in the early 

80s, Edmonton began cultivating a juggernaut. No other team in the history of the NFHL has ever had a roster that 

compares to what the Oilers have. Wayne Gretzky is clearly the best player on the team, and the league, and has fully 

hit his stride, putting up 4 straight 100 point seasons, notching 50 goals in three of the four, 

while also nabbing two Hart Trophies along the way. The Great One is still only 28 years 

of age, which is pretty ridiculous if you think about it. Only one player in NFHL history 

has taken down more MVP awards, Darryl Sittler, who has four, a deficit that Gretzky may 

well eat into further this season. But, Gretzky is far from all the Oilers offer. Mark Messier, 

who is one of the best players in the league in his own right, is the 2
nd

 line center.  Think 

about that for a second! Steve Larmer and Jari Kurri make up the absurd 1
st
 line, while 

Messier has the unfortunate task of playing with schlubs Normand Leveille and John 

Ogrodnick. Boohoo. Did we mention they also have Paul Coffey? Yeah, they have Paul 

Coffey. Probably the best defender in the league, Coffey has some hardware of his own, 

having won the Norris Trophy back in 1986. Oh, and they also have a stud young goalie in Tom Barasso, who was so 

promising that the Oilers figured they could just cut bait with Dennis Herron, the winningest goalie in NFHL history 

and probably the all-time best at the position.  

 

So, when it’s all said and done, and you look at the roster that is essentially an All Star team, and has been for years 

(the team has finished with at least 104 points since 1985, and at least 95 since 1982), how is it possible that they 

have only managed one SMJ Cup? We can talk about how great the Oilers are on paper and during the regular 

season, all of the accolades they’ve achieved and awards they’ve brought home, but at the end of the day, the lack of 

cups is really the main story for this franchise. Dynasties are hard to build, of course, and Edmonton does have some 

staunch competition in both Colorado and Winnipeg, by far the next best teams in the Campbell, but when you look 

at this insanely star-studded roster, you’d think that they’d have more than one championship in this iteration of the 

franchise. Yes, the team did win Cups in 1972 and 1974, but that was a different time. The 80s were supposed to be 

the decade of the Oilers, and for the most part, that didn’t happen. With one year left in the decade, the Philadelphia 

Flyer are holding onto the “Team of the Decade” moniker, something that the Islanders and Canadiens are both 

chasing. While Edmonton won’t be able to match the Flyers’ three cups, they can at least get into the conversation 

 

1989 Outlook 
 

As has been the case, for, well, ever, it’s Cup or bust for the Oilers. The team will undoubtedly finish with 100+ 

points for the fifth straight season, and has a great chance of bringing home their second President’s Trophy of the 

era. The offense, led by the league’s best player, ripe with an incredible supporting cast, should be spectacular yet 

again on the heels of their 352 goal campaign in 1988. If there is one small blemish on the Oilers front line, it’s Jari  

 



 

Predicted Finish 

Smythe Division: 1
st
      

Campbell Conference: 1
st
     

 

 

Kurri. On paper, he’s one of the best players in the league, and back in 1985, he put it all together, finishing with 102 

points. But aside from that, Kurri’s career, while solid, has been shockingly pedestrian, all things considered. Last 

year, the Finn finished with just 70 points, the lowest of his career, and he’s only broken the 85 point mark once in 

his career – 1985. Most first liners are expected to put up these kinds of points, and few have the talent that Kurri 

brings, while none have the linemates that Kurri does. While GM Mark Jones has pledged his allegiance to Kurri, this 

is something that he may be forced into tweaking if he fails to perform up to his potential yet again.  

Defensively, the team is solid behind Coffey, although the supporting cast may lag just a tiny bit behind the top tier 

defensive units. Ron Greschner, who is now 35, and Viacheslav Fetisov are really the only stay at home defenders, 

and while the rest of the gang is plenty good, primarily Doug Wilson, they’re not the shutdown type. If you wanted to 

try to find a chink in the armor, this is about the best you’ll get, though it’s pretty nitpicky considering that about 90% 

of the league would swap defensive units, maybe more. In net, Tom Barasso fully took the reins last season, and 

proceeded to put forth one of the best seasons a goalie has ever had, at the ripe old age of 22. While Soetaert took him 

the Vezina, Barasso easily could have won it, ending the season with 40 wins and an .899 SA%. There isn’t much 

else to say about Barasso at this point, as he’s clearly on his way to an illustrious career with the Oilers, 

complimented with, by far, the best supporting cast in the league.  

Oh, and did we mention that the team also has some pretty good youth in the 

farm? Doug Houda, Frederick Olausson, Peter Bondra, Jody Hull, and Craig 

Janney all project to be solid NFHLers, and will either get to play with some of 

the greatest players on the planet, or will end up being traded for some even 

better players if the Oilers feel like the need to stuff their coffers even more. 

Like we said, it’s Cup or bust for this team, so anything less has to be 

considered a major disappointment.  



 
 

Long ago, the Smythe Division had some talent. Now, it has the Oilers, and to a much lesser extent, the Canucks. To 

Vancouver’s credit, they are a team that never generates any hype, but always seems to be a bigger player than 

expected. A lot of that is credited to GM Mike Pununto, who earned the GM of the Year award back in 1986. Over 

the years, the Canucks have been one of the more aggressive teams, not shy about making the big trades. Last year, 

they exemplified this by trading for Darryl Sittler near the trade deadline, following an 

offseason deal to acquire Pierre Larouche. If there are some teams that don’t live up to their 

potential, the Canucks are the opposite of that, seemingly exceeding it. They’ve been a playoff 

team since 1985 and are another team that’s tried to build a “Candiens-lite” type of roster. 

Perhaps most excitingly, the Canucks have built quite the rivalry with the Detroit Red Wings, 

following postseason matchups in three out of the past four seasons, with the Canucks holding a 

2-1 advantage. The Canucks aren’t one of the most storied franchises in the league, in fact 

they’re actually one of the least, but the roster that they’ve come to boast over the past five 

years or so has been very competitive, putting them within one win of an unbelievable upset in 

the 1985 SMJ Finals against the New York Islanders. People always tend to sleep on the Canucks, but we won’t be 

one of them. 

1989 Outlook 
 

The Canucks are a veteran team heading into 1989, having made many trades to try to compete with the Oilers, Jets 

and Rockies. They’ve made a decent amount of moves so far through the offseason, and now have one of the oldest 

pro rosters in the league. Always big on having an embarrassment of riches in net, the Canucks will have Mike Liut 

starting, while also having Rejean Lemelin and Cap Raeder on the roster, for good measure. Some teams don’t have a 

starter as good as Lemelin or Raeder, let along three goalies of this caliber. Nearly every player on the starting roster 

is at least 27 years old, save Todd Bergen, Uwe Krupp and Mikael Andersson, and while the window for this group to 

compete is fairly small, they still have the talent.  

Darryl Sittler enters his swan song, as he’s set to retire after this season, which gives the Canucks all the incentive 

they need to try to win him a farewell Cup, or at least stock the cupboard with as much talent as possible. At 39 years 

of age, he’ll be required to do the heavy lifting, and is set to center Mike Foligno and Todd Bergen, although we 

expect he’ll serve plenty of time on the 1
st
 line before it’s all said and done. With an incredible 653 goals, 1009 

assists and 1662 points, Darryl Sittler is the all-time leading scorer in NFHL history. He has the 2
nd

 most goals, 

behind only Marcel Dionne, and the most assists, more than even Guy Lafleur. Amazingly, outside of Lafleur, no one 

else is within 200 points of Sittler, who may actually extend things before it’s all said and done. Outside of Sittler, 

Foligno and Larouche, the talent drops off a bit, though there is a ton of depth on the front end, something that’s been 

a staple of Canucks hockey for the past five years.  

Unfortunately, one of the major issues the Canucks have, and probably their biggest stumbling block, is that they do 

not have any marquee defenders. Uwe Krupp is 24 and is emerging as a solid player, but even he doesn’t project as a  



 

Predicted Finish 

Smythe Division: 2
nd

       

Campbell Conference: 4
th

      

 

 

true franchise #1. After that, the defensive unit weakens considerably, and is a solid tier below many of the true 

contenders, something that will likely cause Vancouver some problems this 

year, as good as Mike Liut (or whoever mans the net) is. Vancouver would be 

wise to pursue trade options with some of the offensively anemic teams, or even 

deal one of their goaltenders for help on the backend. The team has a lot of 

pieces in place, but needs to even out the talent to bring things to the next level, 

especially with Sittler hanging them up at the end of the year.



 
 

The Kings are another one of the lost franchises. Armed with a lot of talent over the years, they have fallen victim to 

mismanagement and lack of attention, ultimately plaguing them since 1983, after steady ownership prior to that. 

Throughout their existence, the Kings have never been good, only finishing with more than 88 points once in a 

season, and that was back in 1974, where they promptly were eliminated from playoff contention. On the bright side, 

since the Ducks and Sharks have joined the Campbell Conference, it’s been pretty hard for the Kings to miss the 

playoffs, clinching a berth the last three seasons, although they were bounced in the 1
st
 round each time.  

One of the biggest issues with the Kings is their lack of consistency of late. Despite a slew of high draft picks over 

the years, the inability to keep the same GM for long means competing visions, if 

there is one at all. Joe Juneau, Brian Bellows, and most recently, Brett Hull, have all 

been traded early in their career, resulting in a revolving door of players, and a 

frustrated fan base. Perhaps most frustratingly, Mike Mofatt, who looked poised to 

emerge as one of the best young goalies in the league, has not developed in recent 

years because of the turnover, putting forth only one solid season in his tenure with 

the Kings, that coming in 1987. The Kings do have some talent, but they don’t seem 

to have a real path. They’re neither rebuilding nor making a push, instead seeming to 

blow with the wind, subject to the whims of the league and its competition.  

1989 Outlook 
 

This offseason, the Kings made one of the biggest moves of the year, trading away their franchise piece, Brett Hull. 

To be fair, the received a bounty in return, starting with Larry Murphy, the reigning Norris Trophy winner. To be 

completely honest, we really don’t like this trade for either Colorado or Los Angeles. From the Kings perspective, 

this team is not a contender, and while Murphy is spectacular, he is 28 and does not have the supporting cast to win a 

championship in the near future. While Murphy, Steve Shutt, Evgeni Shtepa and Mark Osborne will help the team 

win some games this year, Murphy is the only piece with staying power, and we don’t think it made sense to trade the 

face of the franchise  for this return. We’ll get more into why we don’t think it made too much sense from a Rockies 

standpoint either, but for now, we’ll stick with the Kings.  

This season, the added depth will help, to be sure. Shutt, who is 37, has another year or two left, though he’s 

obviously in decline. Murphy is a superstar, and Shtepa and Osborne are 4
th

 line depth players that will help add a 

little talent on the bottom line and provide support in the event of injuries. Los Angeles best player, Ron Francis, who 

has bounced all over the place in recent seasons, will begin his 2
nd

 season in L.A., and will play with Shutt and Mats 

Naslund. Naslund, like Moffat, looked to be on the fast track to becoming a stud, but has had two very disappointing 

seasons in a row after a 98 point campaign back in 1986. The 2
nd

 line, anchored by Jim Peplinski, will provide some 

decent scoring, but Peplinski’s poor discipline, which can also be said about Francis, are disconcerting, holding them 

back from reaching their true potential. But discipline aside, Los Angeles offense is decent. They don’t have any  
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Smythe Division: 3
rd
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th

      

 

 

super stars, including Francis, who has never surpassed 75 points in a season, but they look a lot like the Vancouver 

Canucks. 

The problem, is the defense. It’s not horrible, and Murphy obviously helps, but aside from his partner, Alexei 

Kasatonov, the rest of the gang is below par. A few years ago, Los Angeles looked to be cultivating one of the 

brightest defensive units in the league. But, neglect and some poor trades left 

the players out to dry, ultimately plateauing at pedestrian levels, the exact same 

way that Moffat didn’t develop into a stud like some of the aforementioned 

goalies. The Kings aren’t terrible, they’re just not anything special, even with 

Murphy, and we expect to see them ending up somewhere between 6
th

 – 8
th

 

place in the Campbell, probably facing another 1
st
 round exit at the hands of the 

Winnipeg Jets, something that’s become expected over the past few years. 



 

Predicted Finish 

Smythe Division: 4
th
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th

      

 

 

Finally, a team on the rise! The Anaheim Ducks are probably the team we’re most excited about, going back about 

two seasons. GM John Smith has established himself as one of the best in the league, 

stockpiling blue chip youth, while also developing a supporting cast. The team has been both 

aggressive and patient with their youth, a difficult balance to pull off. Now going into their 4
th

 

season of existence, the team is starting to take hold, and we think they’ll begin to rise the 

ranks as we head into the 90s. The team has at least two solid young players at each forward 

position, and some very exciting young defenders, most notably, Mathieu Schneider. Unlike so 

many other teams that try to stockpile youth (cough Minnesota, cough), management is 

involved enough to help these players develop. We wouldn’t be surprised at all if the Ducks 

clinch their first ever post-season berth, en route to a strong showing in the next decade.  

1989 Outlook 
 

This offseason, the Ducks were active and aggressive. They nabbed John Vanbiesbrouck, the 26 year old net minder 

from Toronto, who has a chance at being the team’s franchise goalie. They also won the crown jewel of free agency, 

signing John Tonelli to a massive 3 year deal, the richest player in Ducks history. They wheeled and dealed all over 

the place this offseason, making 6 trades, many of them involving big name players. To be sure, and so that there is 

no confusion, the team is years away from truly competing. But, with the likes of Vincent Damphousse, Joe 

Nieuwendyke, Kirk Muller, Greg Adams, and Mark Tinordi all playing big minutes, not to mention some of the stud 

young players waiting in the wings, the future is bright. One thing that Anaheim definitely needs to address, which is 

a dead horse at this point, are disciplinary problems of some of their youngsters. Ron Sutter, Kris King and Todd 

Ewen, along with Muller, all need to be worked on. But, unlike so many other teams, we feel Anaheim has the 

attention to detail to rectify this. Offensively, with the addition of Tonelli, the Ducks have some firepower, although 

the rest of the supporting cast is still developing. 

Defensively, the Ducks are weak, putting forth a lineup predominantly made up of cast offs and former waiver wire pickups. 

This will probably be the undoing of the Ducks of 1989, because many of these guys are fringe NFHLers, and nearly all of them 

are going to be in the box a lot. Marty Ruff, Rod Buskas, Dale Degray, Michel Petit, Terry Carkner and Rob Ramage all need to 

go to group therapy together, and this group is going to cause a lot of headaches throughout the year. Thankfully, none of these 

bums project to be key pieces of the Ducks long term plans, so the bumpy ride will hopefully be short, as Schneider and Dave 

Manson (who is also a disciplinary liability) develop on the farm.  

In net, John Vanbiesbrouck has taken the reins from Mike Richter as the franchise 

goalie, and Bill Ranford, who once looked like he too could compete for that spot, 

will likely be moved. The Beezer is in for a rough season, mainly because the team’s 

defense is brutal, and he’ll be facing shorthanded situations for about 30 minutes per 

night. If Anaheim has a mission this season, it’s to get some help in front of their 

goalie, because he can only do so much. 
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Smythe Division: 5
th
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The Philadelphia Flyers, err, the Calgary Flames, are in for a long season. Once a great franchise, the team is now 

comprised of a bunch of bums from a couple of bizarre city swaps and franchise trades. Ultimately, this team is the 

bastard child of the unwanted Flyers from years past, coupled with the garbage that resided in 

Washington during the mid-80s, and then shipped 2,500 miles away because no one wanted to 

look at it anymore. New GM Andrew Panunto, brother of Vancouver GM Mike Panunto, has 

his work cut out for him. For a bit of history, the old Calgary Flames, which did a city swap 

with the Flyers this offseason, was once an up and coming franchise, led by Peter Stastny, and 

surrounded by star players with championship aspirations. The new iteration of the Flames has 

literally one good player, Sergei Fedorov, while the rest of the team should either be in the 

minors, anger management, a retirement home, or all three. It’s going to be a really long 

season in Calgary, and it would take a superhero effort to get this team right. GM Mike 

Panunto has done wonders in Vancouver, so hopefully his brother can do the same in Calgary. We’re not banking on 

it, though.  

1989 Outlook 
 

Well, it’s not good. The team is downright bad, from top to bottom. As predicted, when the Capitals and Flyers 

swapped a few seasons ago, the Flyers were plunged into a downward spiral, almost immediately gutting the team of 

nearly anything of value. It was actually quite impressive how quickly the Flyers were mangled. Now, in a new city, 

Calgary has to bear the brunt of that disastrous season and a half. Fedorov is literally the only bright spot on the team, 

and he’ll center Doug Morrison and Dave Christian on the top line. Morrison should probably be a 4
th

 liner, and 

Christian a 3
rd

 liner, so you get the idea of what’s going on. From there it gets downright ugly, and many teams have 

better 3
rd

 lines on their minor league affiliate than the Flames are putting forth on the big club this season. 

Defensively and in net, it’s even worse, as this team is basically a guaranteed top 5 pick. Randy Carlyle, who has one 

of the worst contracts in the league and basically just sucks, is their #1 defender, though Uli Helmer is probably the 

best one on the backend. Brian Hayward is set to get shelled in net on a nightly basis, and there is no relief in sight.  

To make matters worse, no one on the farm, including Trevor Linden, is 

worth getting excited about. This team has the worst outlook of any team in 

the NFHL, facing a brutal 1989, with zero top end talent in the minors, and a 

rookie GM. Godspeed, Calgary, you’ll need it. Somehow, the 90s might 

actually be worse. 
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The only team that has a chance at being worse than the Flames in the Smythe is the San Jose Sharks, and they’re an 

expansion team. While the Ducks have quickly become a decent team, nearly making the playoffs in their first 

season, the Sharks are not on that level. While Anaheim has been aggressive, the Sharks have been extremely 

passive. To be fair, they did nab Nik Lidstrom and Pavel Bure in the draft this year, 

two incredible pieces. But, in order to develop them, the Sharks GM will need to take 

a more active role. These two teams will be inextricably linked for their entire 

existence, and right now, Anaheim is off to a huge head start. Currently, the Sharks 

best players are slowly developing on the farm. It’s not a bad idea, and we like the 

strategy. Unfortunately, San Jose’s pro team is atrocious. Although the Quebec 

Nordiques got a reprieve after missing the playoffs 5 straight seasons, there is still a 

league mandate for teams to clinch a playoff berth once every five years, something 

both the Whalers and Devils accomplished in the last round of expansion. The Sharks need to start making a move to 

be relevant, because Joe Sacco should not be a 3
rd

 liner right now. Furthermore, the team needs to address their 

goaltending position. John Davidson is one of the worst starting goalies in the league on paper, and there is absolutely 

no help in sight. The Sharks do not have a goaltending prospect of note, as Wade Flaherty does not project to be what 

the team needs. The Sharks have time, and should be patient, but they’re going to need to start making some sort of a 

move in the near future, or the grace period is going to dry up very quickly. 

1989 Outlook 
 

This team is really, really bad. Yes, they have Mike Modano, Bryan Marchment, Nik Lidstrom and Pavel Bure, but 

that’s basically it. For a team that’s been as terrible as the Sharks since inception, they should have more assets, so 

that’s not a good thing. 1989 isn’t really that important in the grand scheme of things – the Sharks will be horrible 

and likely will nab the #1 or #2 overall pick yet again. However, the team’s lack of progress is getting a little 

concerning, and a light at the end of the tunnel has not yet emerged. Nevin 

Markwart is currently the top line RW, so you can read between the lines. 

Defensively, Bryan Marchment is the only player worth a damn, and he 

should probably be in the minors. This team is really, really bad, and we’re 

not convinced that they’re on the right track.  Time will tell, but we’re very 

skeptical. 



 

 

 

1 Colorado Rockies 

2 Winnipeg Jets 

3 Detroit Red Wings 

4 Chicago Blackhawks 

5 St. Louis Blues 

6 Minnesota North Stars 



 
 

Sigh. The Colorado Rockies. How this team doesn’t have like five SMJ Cups is criminal. How they don’t have one is 

inconceivable. Last year, it looked like at long last, the Rockies would reach the pinnacle of success that has eluded 

them for so long. But in pure Rockies fashion, something we’ve all grown so accustomed to, the team couldn’t get it 

done, and were beaten by no one’s favorite team, the Montreal Canadiens, in 6 games. It was so very Rockies of 

them. Ok, we admit we get a little schadenfreude of the whole deal, they’re like the Cubs of the NFHL.  

No team has been consistently better than the Rockies throughout the duration of the 80s, hitting 100 points or more 

every season since 1979, which is pretty incredible. If you looked at the regular season 

standings, you’d think that Colorado was the team of the decade. And in a sense, they are – Most 

Disappointing Team of the 80s. In all seriousness, this team is one of two others that can 

actually compete with the Edmonton Oilers, the other being the Winnipeg Jets. After that, the 

Campbell drops off dramatically. Stastny and Larionov make up the best 1-2 punch at center in 

the league, even better than Gretzky-Messier or Oates – Federko, and the Rockies can roll four 

terrific lines. Unlike the Islanders, who are nearing the end of the line, the Rockies still do have 

some youth. But, a lot of their top players are beginning to reach their twilight years, making it 

even more imperative that the team finally gets it done. Stastny, Tremblay and Trottier are all 

33, while Marcel Dionne, who the team acquired via free agency, is 38, and probably has two 

years left. 

One of the interesting things that Colorado did this year was trade away Larry Murphy, in order to bring in Brett Hull. 

We talked about this trade in the Los Angeles write up, but it also needs to be discussed from a Colorado perspective. 

Frankly, we hate this trade from Colorado’s point of view, and don’t understand the rationale. If there is any 

weakness in Denver, it’s the defense. That may sound crazy with the likes of Craig Muni, Joe Reeki and Hannu Virta, 

but none of them, not even Muni, bring to the table what Murphy did, evidenced by his Norris Trophy last season. 

Meanwhile, Brett Hull, while good and being played on the 1
st
 line, doesn’t bring nearly as much as Murphy did. 

Additionally, the Rockies offense has about 10 other players that could fill into Hull’s role, while no one can fill 

Murphy’s shoes. With the current window beginning to shrink just a bit as many of the team’s best players reach an 

advanced age, it seems counter intuitive to build for the future when you’re so close to a cup. Like all trades, time 

will tell, but we think that Colorado’s chance at winning the cup in 1989 decreased because of this trade. Still a 

juggernaut, still a top 5 team in the league, Murphy’s absence may end up being a story in 1989.  

1989 Outlook 
 

Murphy’s departure aside, this team is insanely stacked, especially at forward. The Oilers and Islanders are the only 

other teams in the league that can boast this amount of offense, something that’s been a staple of Colorado’s run 

during the 80s. Steve Yzerman seems to finally have found a home after some disappointing stints in Hartford and 

Calgary, and Nikolai Borschevsky quietly had one of the best camps in the league, potentially leading to some  
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important ice time later this season. Last year, Colorado scored 341 goals, something we could easily see them 

surpassing this year with the acquisition of Marcel Dionne.  

Defensively, the team is solid, but without Murphy, there defense merely gets a “great”, rather than “outstanding”. 

Ok, we’re nitpicking a bit, we admit, the Rockies are stacked as always, and are constantly a perennial favorite, 

despite their lack of actual cups. That said, Kelly Hrudey has been spectacular the last three seasons in Colorado, 

after a first introduction to the big show in Colorado. After being acquired from the Flyers back in the 1984 

offseason, Hrudey had some massive shoes to fill, taking over from Dennis Herron, one of the best to ever play the 

game. Hrudey struggled in 1985, but won the Vezina in 1987, and was in the 

running again last year.  

The Rockies will undoubtedly contend yet again, looking to extend their record 

setting 100 points seasons, and everyone hopes that 1989 will finally, 

FINALLY, be the year they get it done. 



 
 

Some things in life are inextricably linked. Peanut butter and jelly. Thelma and Louise. Donald Trump and impending 

jail sentence for his entire extended family (even in 1989, this was obvious!). The Winnipeg Jets and the Colorado 

Rockies. These two teams came into the league together, and are managed by two longtime friends, Mike Smith of 

the Rockies, and Dave Corcoran of the Jets. Both teams have turned their franchises into perennial contenders. Both 

teams have been so close, yet so far. Both teams have lost in the cup finals to the Montreal Canadiens in recent years, 

despite being heavily favored. In all honesty, the similarities between the two teams are pretty amazing. For years, the 

Jets and Rockies have defined what it is to be a contender, but both have tortured, diehard fan bases that are more 

than accustomed to disappointments and letdowns.  

Having entered the league together back in 1975, the Rockies have been slightly more successful, but not by much. 

Initially in different divisions, fate brought the two together, uniting them in the Smythe Division back in 1982. 

Winnipeg won the division that year, and the Rockies won it the next two. In 1985, the Flames had their one good 

season before fizzling into oblivion. In 1986, the Jets and Rockies both relocated to the Norris Division, while the 

Maple Leafs joined the Wales Conference, and the expansion Ducks and Sharks joined the suddenly putrid Smythe 

Division.  From there, Colorado won the division in 1986 and 1987, and Winnipeg won it again last season, their first 

division title since 1982.  

For the Jets, the name of the game has been consistency. GM Corcoran has built a core that 

has been with the team for years, although some of them are beginning to age. Amazingly, 

Dennis Maruk will begin his 15
th

 season with the team, and was an original Jet, the team’s 

first every draft pick. Since that time, he’s had a Hall of Fame career, and will hit 1,100 points 

this season, and possibly 500 goals. This offseason, they also reacquired Jim Turkiewicz, who 

played for the team from 1975-85. In net, Mike Palmateer has been the only goalie the Jets 

have ever known, having played 11 games for the Calgary Flames before landing in Winnipeg 

in 1975, turning into a surefire Hall of Famer. Now 35, Palmateer had his best season ever, 

and easily could have won the Vezina.  

If nothing else, the Jets are loyal. Rarely a team to make blockbuster deals, the team has quietly developed a roster of 

stars, a recipe they’ve employed since the mid-70s. Now, with the 80s coming to a close, and some of the old guard 

getting ready to change over, the team hopes to get to the Promised Land once and for all, something it looked like 

they were about to achieve in 1987 after an incredible post-season run that saw them knock off both the Oilers and 

the Rockies, before completely running out of gas and sputtering against the Canadiens, as they were crushed in 4 

games. 1987 was the year that almost was. Perhaps 1989 will be the year that is. 

1989 Outlook 
 

The team has a ton of talent, but we have them pinned a fair bit behind the Oilers and Rockies. Steve Thomas is the 

best player on the roster, but until last year, when injuries derailed his promising season, he hadn’t lived up to the  
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Norris Division: 2
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rd

        

 

 

hype. It’s yet to be seen if he’ll be able to recover his pace from last year, though he should be able to, given both his 

talent and that of his line mates. Thomas will play with Dino Ciccarelli and Dennis Maruk, one of the most 

formidable lines in the league, but the team’s offense thins out after that. Gerard Gallant has been developed 

masterfully, putting his early career anger problems behind him, but line mates Kent Nilsson, another forever Jet, and 

Gary Leeman are average 2
nd

 liners. The once dominant Nilsson still has some firepower, putting up 81 points last 

season, and he should hit the 1,000 career points mark this year. But, he’s now 33 and is slowing noticeably. 

Meanwhile, Gary Leeman has never had more than 27 points in any of his 6 seasons, and does not have the offensive 

skill to compete with other top 6 forwards from the Rockies and Oilers, something that the Jets may need to address. 

The 3
rd

 and 4
th

 lines are solid but unspectacular, lagging behind the league’s top teams. After years of being in the 

upper echelon, it’s possible that Winnipeg’s aging core will finally catch up to them this year. Nilsson, as we 

mentioned, is 33. Maruk is 34.  Jacques Richard, who has played the hero in the postseason the last two years, is now 

37. Mike Sleep is 34. While the team has some decent young players that are still emerging, mainly Mike Stapleton 

and Dmitri Khristich, neither project to be offensive dynamos, which means that the Jets could be in for Islanders-

syndrome.  

Defensively, the team is in better shape, and this is where their true strength lies. While they’re good offensively, 

they’re not great. Dave Ellet and Don Sweeney are probably the best 1-2 punch of young defenders in the league, 

while Jim Benning has developed into a decent defender in his own right. To compliment these young players, the 

likes of Rick Lalonde (another forever Jet), Vasily Pervuhkin, Tom Price (another almost forever Jet, who played 

with Vancouver last year but was reacquired this off season) and the aforementioned Jim Turkiewicz, hold down the 

back end. If that’s not good enough, Mike Palmateer is still going strong in net, which gives the Jets a chance to win 

every night. It will be interesting to see what the Jets decide to do this year, because the end of the 80s may signal the 

end of the Jets run with the current core. The aging team needs to start thinking 

about the next decade, and while none of their key pieces have announced 

retirement just yet, it’s getting to be that time. The Jets aren’t facing the same 

sort of demise that the Islanders are, with Alan Bester quietly being developed 

to be Palmateer’s heir, but the team is going to be sorely lacking on depth and 

talent if they don’t restock the cupboards soon. They had better get it done in 

1989, because the window with this core is closing.  



 

Predicted Finish 

Norris Division: 3
rd
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Well, we talked about the Jets and Rockies, so that just about sums it up in the Norris. Just kidding.  The Detroit Red 

Wings still kind of exist. The Red Wings are one of those teams that basically never makes a move, are always semi-

relevant, typically have an insane, entertaining playoff series with the Canucks, and then everyone forgets about 

them. This offseason, the only two new players that weren’t draft picks are Reggie Leach (retiring), Dave Lewis 

(retiring), Brad Maxwell (fine) and some guy named Blair Atcheynum, who no one is 

convinced actually exists. That’s not particularly great for a team that hasn’t been 

particularly great. Back in the early 80s, it looked like the Red Wings had a chance at 

making some serious noise. The team had 105 points in 1981, 101 in 1982, and a 

ridiculous 120 in 1983. They made it to the Cup in 1982, but didn’t get that close, as 

the Flyers stomped them in 5 games. From then on, it’s been a slow decline. Yes, they 

won a division in 1985 with just 88 points, and while they’ve held on since then in the 

Norris Division, this team is clearly a distant 3
rd

. The team has some talent, and they 

even have some really good youth, most notably Alexander Mogilny, Tony Amonte and Vladimir Konstantinov, but 

the team has taken a hands off approach to development for years, preventing their top players from truly reaching 

their potential. GM Paul Kennedy is a bit of a phantom, and unfortunately, the Red Wings haven’t developed into the 

team they could have been.  

1989 Outlook 
 

As usual, the team will probably finish with between 88-94 points. And as usual, they’ll either get bounced in the 1
st
 

or 2
nd

 round.  They’re not bad – Rod Shutt and Kevin McClelland are a solid 1-2 punch at center, but the team is 

weak on the wings. Barry Pederson is really the only top 6 forward on the wings, as Reggie Leach, who is now 39 

and getting ready to retire at the end of the year, is not well suited for such heavy minutes. After that, the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 

lines are below average, with almost no scoring punch, and no particularly good defensive forwards. Unfortunately, 

this team just cannot compete with the top half of the Campbell Conference, a story that has been told many times 

already at this point.  

Defensively, things are pretty similar. Mike O’Connell was on the trade block years ago and should have been dealt 

but wasn’t, and now he’s 34, entering the end of his career. Joe Cirella is a true stud on the backend, but aside from 

those two, the rest of the unit is subpar, even with the promising young J.J. Daigneault primed for a bigger role.  

In net, the Wings will have Glen Healy for a 2
nd

 season. At only 27 years of age, Healy has bounced around the 

league, now with his 5
th

 team. After an absolutely horrible start to his career, that had some pundits calling Healy the 

worst goalie to ever play an NFHL game, he’s had two very good seasons in a 

row, including a great year last year, in which he played the predominant role 

of Detroit’s moderate success. It looks like he has found a home in Detroit, 

both given his play and given the team’s complete refusal to trade players. We 

expect the same thing from Detroit, and would be surprised by any aberration.  
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Norris Division: 4
th
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th

         

 

 

At long last, it seems like the Blackhawks finally have a solid GM. Once a storied franchise, the Hawks have been 

like Moses recently, lost in the desert with no guidance. Enter GM Reggie Baldwin, who is already more successful 

than past GMs solely by virtue of setting up the Slack Channel. That said, this year will be different in Chicago for 

one very big reason, and that is the absence of Marcel Dionne. Dionne played his entire career with Chicago, save for 

the very weird 1980 season, before being brought back to his rightful home in 1981. Aside from the loss of Dionne, 

the roster is exactly the same, although that’s not necessarily a bad thing. 

Unlike so many other teams who sit tight, Chicago is actually a young team, and many of their players had terrific 

training camps. Tony Granato, Cliff Ronning and Trent Yawney all had great showings, while many 

of the other players, now approaching the beginning of their prime, also did well. That said, this 

season is primed to be a new era, both due to the new GM, the lack of Dionne, and what they hope is 

a change of culture. Over the years, Chicago has been, by far, the worst playoff team in NHFL 

history. Here is an insane stat for you: The Chicago Blackhawks have been in the league since 1971. 

From 1976, the first year they made the playoffs, until 1988, the team made the postseason in 11 of 

the 12 seasons. Over that time frame, the team has been eliminated in the 1
st
 round NINE times! 

NINE! In other words, in the entire decade of the 80s, in which Chicago has made the playoffs all but 

one time, they have won one playoff series. Their franchise postseason record is 30-53. Wow.  

1989 Outlook 
 

Well, you know they’ll make the playoffs, at least. The team has some talent, but the bulk of it is either very old or 

very young. The one player who is firmly in their prime is Bernie Nicholls, who has been pretty good during his 

tenure in Chicago. This year, he’ll be playing with Russ Courtnall and Tony Granato, both of whom are decent, 

neither of whom should be 1
st
 liners, despite Granato’s good camp. From there, it gets a little dicey. The Hawks are a 

lot like the Wings. They’re not awful, and they’ll probably beat up on the teams that are truly a tier or two below the 

big boys, but there is no way they’ll be able to compete with the top teams. Right now, Mike Moller is on the 3
rd

 line, 

which is a really, really bad sign. Defensively, the team is below average, with Charlie Huddy the only player who 

could truly project as a top 4 defender. Marty McSorley is a liability and Timo Bloomqvist, while decent, is really a 

3
rd

 pairing type of player. There’s some decent youth in the system, but none 

of them project to be blue chip prospects. In net, Michel Dion is approaching 

relic territory, and there is no better option in sight, something that needs to be 

addressed. The present and future in Chicago are both in the “meh” category, 

although there is some hope that GM Baldwin can give the team some much 

needed direction, something they haven’t had since the early 80s. Expect 

another playoff berth, followed by a whimper and bow. 



 
 

The St. Louis Blues are a team that tries really hard, but just aren’t very good. Rather than fully embracing a rebuild 

and starting from scratch, the Blues have tried to compete and stay relevant, scratching out a few 

ill-fated playoff berths before inevitably succumbing to their superior foes.  This year, things 

look pretty similar. The Blues do not have the talent to compete, and would be wise to offload 

the likes of Dennis Herron, Tom Lysiak, and basically anyone else over the age of 25. To be 

fair, GM Pat Blais has done an admirable job since arriving in St. Louis, manning a team that 

was a complete and utter disaster. The team made the playoffs, averting the dreaded 5 straight 

rule (cough, Quebec, cough), and even made some massive news when the traded for Ray 

Bourque (who has since been traded). Believe it or not, the St. Louis Blues actually won the first 

ever SMJ Cup way back in 1971. Unfortunately, no one in St. Louis was paying attention at the 

time, so it basically doesn’t count. The Blues are trying, like we said. They really are. But unfortunately, they 

severely lack in talent and youth, and they don’t seem to have made up their mind as to which direction they’re going 

to go. 

1989 Outlook 
 

The Blues are going to have the blues in 1989. There are a handful of decent forwards on the team. Kevin Dineen is 

probably the guy we like the most, though Luc Robitaille, Gary Roberts, and the aging Wilf Paiement still can get it 

done, along with Rick Vaive. Unfortunately, the rest of these vets are bums, many of whom have atrocious contracts. 

Rick Middleton, Clark Gillies and Darryl Sutter are essentially useless, all requiring massive paydays, and while GM 

Blais continues to try to offload these players, there is virtually no chance any team will take them unless they get 

something else of value coming back.  

Charlie Simmer, who is 35 and should be taken out to pasture, is now making $3.5 million on a lottery team, while 

playing the 3
rd

 line, something that is nonsensical and needs to be addressed immediately. St. Louis is already in the 

negative, meaning that they’ll need to take loans, meaning that they won’t qualify for revenue sharing, meaning that 

they won’t be able to purchase training camps, meaning that the vicious cycle will perpetuate itself. The Blues are 

going to be bad in 1989, so they might as well do it cheaply, and with youth so that they can begin to develop the next 

wave of players while also turning a profit, something that could ultimately help them become relevant for the first 

time in decades. Much of this disastrous financial situation is a remnant of GMs past, but GM Blais must 

acknowledge the situation to make a change. The team currently has the 5
th

 highest payroll in the league, just barely 

below the Oilers and Rockies, despite having what is probably the 5
th

 worst roster in the league, along with one of the 

oldest. 1989 has to be about cleaning house and getting ready for the next decade, because it just ain’t happenin’.  

Defensively, things are exactly the same as they are up front, with overpaid, old defenders like Kevin Lowe, Brad 

McCrimmon and Mark Howe occupying space and salary. The young defenders on the team all have horrible 

discipline, things that can’t be addressed because of the terrible financial situation, ultimately stunting their growth. 

One of the few bright spots is the goaltending position. Dennis Herron is still a stud, which is why the Blues should  



 

Predicted Finish 

Norris Division: 5
th

              

Campbell Conference: 9
th

         

 

 

trade him immediately. They have 24 year old Ed Belfour waiting in the wings, and while we normally don’t love 

subjecting young goalies to a vicious onslaught, the Blues need to get whatever assets they can, hopefully also 

sending some of these bums with Herron, to get the ship in order. 1989 is going 

to be a bad year, but it’s pivotal. It either can set the team up for success in the 

90s, or it’s going to plunge them into what could be a nearly insurmountable pit 

of despair.  They can’t let false hope of barely sneaking into the playoffs derail 

them, because the only reason they may be close to an 8
th

 place finish is 

because the bottom of the Campbell Conference flat out sucks. 



 

Predicted Finish 

Norris Division: 6
th

              

Campbell Conference: 11
th

         

 

 

Long ago, in what seems like an alternate reality, the Minnesota North Stars were one of the best teams in the league. 

Led by a solid GM with a vision, the North Stars won the 1979 SMJ Cup, and were one of the best teams in the 

league between 1977 – 1984, a span in which they had at least 100 points in every one of those seasons except for 

1982, when they finished with 99. Now, things are different. A new GM with a new approach has decided to 

completely gut the once great franchise, aiming for the most aggressive and controversial rebuilds in NFHL history, 

starting in 1987.  

We said it would be a failure when it began more than two years ago, and we stand by that more than ever now. The 

Minnesota North Stars are very, very bad. The hole that the team dug themselves into is not something that can be 

easily surmounted, especially with a GM that hasn’t proven his commitment to the team. Last year, the team finished 

with 32 points, and this year, they won’t be much better. 

In order to build a team in the NFHL, it takes years. Couple that with requiring a GM with a vision for the future, 

who knows how the manage finances and player development, and you’re looking at around 5 years, minimum. Just 

ask the Flames (Flyers) who had that in their GM and still are struggling to rise the ranks. Yes, the team is absurdly 

young. No, we don’t care.  We think it’s going to be a failed experiment. Last season, with a roster that desperately 

needed a lot of attention and development, the team managed a whopping 16 APs, nearly crippling the chance at 

improving, all but assuring that this would go down in history as the worst rebuild ever. Unless things change 

drastically in 1989, which we doubt, the North Stars future, as young as their players are, is incredibly tenuous. We 

doubt GM Martin Gretch will be there to see this thing through at this point, and while the team obviously improved 

from last year based on youth alone, many of their players, who could have been superstars, now project to be 2
nd

 line 

players, a horrible missed opportunity. 

1989 Outlook 
 

The North Stars are going to be historically bad again, though the Sharks may be a little worse, something they get 

the benefit of the doubt on for being an expansion team. Ron Tugnutt should not be the starter, and he doesn’t project 

to ever be that good, especially with no help on the developmental side of things. There is an absurd amount of youth 

on this team, but as the years go on, many of them look merely average, rather than great. Brian Leetch is probably 

going to be a real superstar, while Glenn Wesley and Teppo Numminen also have high ceilings (despite already 

having been neglected), but most of their forwards are shaping up to be 

disappointments, a fate that could easily befall Mats Sundin and Jeremy 

Roenick if the North Stars management doesn’t get their act together, fast. 

Essentially none of their players should be on a pro roster right now, with the 

exceptions of Tomas Sandstrom and Leetch, and this ill-conceived rebuild is 

quickly moving towards “uh oh” territory. 

 



 

SMJ Cup Prediction 
 

 

Edmonton Oilers over Montreal Canadiens in 6 
 


